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Fall 2006
A Note from the County Assessor

Dear Property Owner:

Enclosed is your “Notice of Change” for 2007. Property taxes have been a part of Arizona’s history since Territorial Days. It
appears the first property tax originated in 1871 and was managed by the Sheriff’s Office. When the State was organized the
position of Assessor and Treasurer were specifically laid out in the Constitution. Over the years since we became a State, the
property tax system has been modified several times and our current system came about in the early 1980’s.

While property taxes are complicated, there are two general rules to remember. First, the taxing jurisdictions decide how much
money will be collected. Second, the distribution of that obligation is set by the assessed amounts. In Arizona, the State
Legislature sets out this process via statute. There are restrictions on how much money most jurisdictions can collect, and
restrictions on how the assessments must be calculated.

Below is a breakdown of where the money collected in Maricopa County goes. As you can see, most of the money collected
from property taxes goes towards education. This category includes not only School Districts, but also the Community Colleges.
Additionally, there is a chart showing how many properties we have in Maricopa County, and how they are broken down by
property type.

If you have questions about your property assessment, you can call 602-506-3406. If you have general questions about
property taxes, | invite you to visit my web site at http://www.maricopa.gov/assessor/ or the Maricopa County Treasurer’s web
site at http://treasurer.maricopa.gov. Additionally, my office has individuals, including myself, who are available to talk with groups
about how the property tax system works, and we can be contacted at 602-506-7220. Thank you for this opportunity to serve you.
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Q: What can I do if I disagree with the amount of my

assessed valuation?

: e i ) A: Property owners can appeal the valuation of their property. If
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kread the back of your valuation notice for a list of qualifications. )

For questions or to appeal your valuation,

call 602-506-3406 or visit www.maricopa.gov/assessor

Para mas informacion en Espafiol o para hablar con un representante en Espafiol, favor de llamar al: (602) 506-3406.




